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CHAPTER II

ROUSSEAU

THE influence of Locke on the Continent was great, but it
was not so much his metaphysical formulation of natural
rights springing from the state of Nature as his utilitarianism
and reasonable common sense which affected French thought.
It was the part of .Locke's writings which was reminiscent of
Bayle1 which delighted the philosophes. Bayle was described by
Voltaire as 'the immortal Bayle, the first of the dialecticians, of
the sceptical philosophers, the honour of human nature, the
author of the first dictionary which taught men how to think'.
Like Voltaire and Montesquieu, who were to learn so much
both from him and from the history and customs of Englishmen,
Bayle put much greater emphasis on civil liberty, on toleration,
on freedom of the press, than on political rights, democracy,
and the decision of the majority. He did not believe that there
existed any ideal form of government: each country must devise
the system which best suited its character and needs. Voltaire
had no delusions about republican government: CA republic
is not founded on virtue; it is founded on the ambition of every
citizen, on the pride which represses pride, on the desire of
domination, which will not suffer any one else to dominate,'2
Bayle himself found much to approve of in the system of Hobbes.
The enlightenment was not fired with ethical enthusiasm; it
applied the critical Cartesian spirit to the problems of society,
and without plunging very deep into metaphysical principles
it found plenty of exercise in the glaring abuses of Continental
governments.

Into this rationalist and classical world, where no room had
been left for the pervasive sense of the sup ernatural, for the clouds
of metaphysics, or for the grossness of any captivating emotion,
there came a man whose genius seemed to lie in everything

1  Bayle (1647-1706)5 the author of the famous Dictionnaire historigue et critique.
His critical and sceptical teachings were rapidly disseminated owing to the popu-
larity of this dictionary. His influence on the growth of free thought has not been
sufficiently recognized,

2  Voltaire, Pensees star le gouvernement, t. xxiii, p. 331.